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June is Rotary Fellowship Month 

 June 2009 
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DG Alex Reports……… 
This is the month when we look back over the year and look at our achievements and 
most often it is did we do all that and where did the year go.  With life being so busy, 
whether it is ours or just the pace of life around us. We all tend to focus on the here and 
now and tend to forget past achievements.  It is only now when start gathering information 
for our reports we gain an understanding of how much has been achieved, how much our 
work as Rotarians has made a difference in the world. 

My congratulations go out to all as I am sure I am only aware of the tip of the iceberg of 
the service work that has been carried out by Rotarians in their communities and the world 
community.  At a district level it is interesting to note our membership has increased by 10 
year to date from 1 July.  Our Membership Chair, Wilma Simmons tells me we have some 
60+ New Rotarians in the district, we must look to making sure we keep the interest of 
these new Rotarians.  Our donations to The Rotary Foundation, our own charity, have 
exceeded US$70,000 in total.  All this in a year when the world has experienced one of its 
worst financial crises in a long time, so congratulations to all who have worked hard to 
make this Rotary Year a success, thank you all. 

I also note that Rotarians are achieving recognition outside of Rotary for the work they do 
in the community, we had several Rotarians honoured in the Australian Day Awards and 
in the Queen’s Birthday Awards, Russell Cooper of the Rotary Club of Rutherford Telarah 
was honoured. 

Congratulations Russell Cooper OAM 

Recipient 

Order of the Medal of Australia 

Rotary Fellowship Month, time to enjoy the fellowship of our Fellow Rotarians as we look 
back over the past year and look forward to the year ahead.  For those amongst us who 
are coming to the end of a year in a leadership role we extend out thanks for the job you 
have done, taking on extra and demonstrating the Rotary Ideal of Service above Self.  
The Rotary International Theme this year is Make Dreams Real and I know through the 
work carried out in the District we have made the Dreams Real for many. 

Pam and I thank you for support and friendship throughout the year and wish Greg and 
Lorraine the best for the coming year as we all work for the future of Rotary, remember 
the future of Rotary is in your hands. 

Thank you and all the best for the future. 

Yours in Rotary Service  

 

 

 

District Governor 2008-2009 



The Permanent Fund 
The Rotary Foundation’s endowment 

There are two ways of giving to The Rotary Foundation (TRF).  Giving to the Annual Programs Fund and giving 
to the Permanent Fund.  Giving to the Annual Programs Fund is the money that is invested for 3 years with the 
earnings in these 3 years being used to finance the administration of TRF.  In 3 years time the funds contributed 
are split in 2 with one ½ coming back for the District to use as District Designated Funds, the other ½ goes into 
the World Fund to finance Rotary’s humanitarian works. 

Funds donated to the Permanent Fund are never spent.  The earnings of the Permanent Fund are transferred to 
the World Fund to finance Rotary’s humanitarian works.  This way the work of the funds donated to the Perma-
nent Fund are immortal, always working, long after the other service work of the Rotarians who made donations. 

The TRF Committee have launched the District 9670 Immortal pin to raise funds for the Permanent Fund of 
TRF.  For your donation of $100 you will receive an Immortal Pin, see the donation information at the end of this 
article. 

In any Rotary year, about $4.5 million, the interest and earnings of the Permanent Fund are made available to 
support The Rotary Foundation programs. The next fund raising target for the Foundations Permanent Fund is 
$1 billion by 2025, imagine how much good that can do. 

 Make your donation on line at ‘www.rotary.org’ through member access and send a copy of the receipt (don’t 
forget to print it out) to TRF Giving Chair, or send your cheque and the information below.  

First Name Family Name M-ship ID # Club Club ID # 

     

If you do not know your membership ID or Club ID we will chase it up for you. 
Send to:- D9670 TRF Giving Chair, 1 Sister Luke Place, Singleton NSW 2330  

GSE 
When copy was required for last month’s newsletter, I was happily wandering through 
Jamaica, being hosted by some wonderful people who will be involved in our exchange 
with D7020 in the 2009-10 Rotary year, and more of that in the months to come. 

Communications with our team in Italy was at times a little difficult – it wasn’t the time 
differences, it was more the lack of opportunity to use a computer for the wonderful 
facility of e-mail, and the lack of time that the team there had.  The GSE Chair had sent a detailed itinerary, and 
there was little time in that schedule for any free time, except sleeping, and that turned out to be for not many 
hours in any day as I understand it.  Text messages did bounce a bit between us – that is, Team Leader Ger-
ardo (as we now call him!) and myself.  The last message from him, written on Monday, 25th May, says it all : 
“GSE commitments now over . . . Rotary GSE a success.  Give my best to all”.  There were also scattered mes-
sages on the Facebook entry, indicating that the team was representing our District with distinction. 

Gerard took the opportunity to have a short holiday before returning to his home and work, and we will all look 
forward to his detailed report, and indeed, the reports of the team members. 

I have expressed my personal gratitude to the past GSE Chair, PP Alan Moir, on many occasions, and I wish to 
record my appreciation at the conclusion of this Rotary year.   I cannot express enough my gratitude to Alan for 
his mentoring and bequeathing such an effective model, because it has made the project so much easier than 
having to invent a modus operandi.  Indeed, I thank all Clubs and Rotarians for co-operation and support in 
making the exchange this year a great success.  I have had a busy, but enjoyable time with GSE, and look for-
ward to a continuation in the forthcoming year. 

Early in the new Rotary year, documents will be sent to all Clubs regarding the exchange with D7020.  The time-
frame will be roughly the same as for this year, so even now, look around for possible candidates for another 
exciting visit. 

Janette Jackson.  



 

NEWCASTLE 
SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 

CHALLENGE 2009  

ROTARIAN ACTIVITY ASSISTANTS NEEDED 

We invite you and your partner to be part of the Newcastle Challenge as a daily 
Activity Assistant from Monday 3 August to Friday 7 August from 8:00am-
3:15pm. The Challenge will be held at the Newcastle Basketball Stadium, 
Corner Young and Curly Roads, Broadmeadow. 

Be part of this great Newcastle-based national community program conducted 
by The University of Newcastle and proudly supported by our Rotary District 
9670. In 2008 the program included 18,772 year 9 and 10 students from 690 
high schools.  

This year the Newcastle Challenge has 42 high schools competing over 5 days 
with over 1,600 high school students from the Newcastle, Lake Macquarie, 
Lower Hunter and Port Stephens areas. Support your local school and their 
students in experiencing “The Challenge”. 

 

No cost to your  
Rotary Club!  

No cost to you! 
 
 

We even supply  
morning tea and lunch!  

2009 NEWCASTLE CHALLENGE DINNER INVITATION 

The Newcastle Challenge Dinner will again be hosted by Belmont Rotary Club Inc on Monday 27 
July at Belmont 16 Foot Sailing Club at 6:00pm for 6:30pm.  

The Newcastle Challenge Coordinating Committee and Belmont Rotary Club warmly invites all 
rotarians, partners, guests and sponsors to attend the dinner as an introduction to this amazing 
nationwide program. A night of involvement in fellowship, fun and the challenge of a table 
experiment! A great night of Rotary in action. 

The guest speaker for the evening will be Professor Mike Calford, Deputy Vice Chancellor 
(Research) from The University of Newcastle. Please contact Belmont Rotary Club or Brian Atkins 
for more details.  

For more information on the Challenge Program or Dinner contact Brian Atkins 
Rotary Club of Waratah and Regional Chair of the Newcastle Challenge Coordinating Committee  

Email: briankatkins@bigpond.com 
Phone: 02 4952 3220    Mobile: 0447 523 220 



CLUB Cur-
rent 

MAY MAY 

  M'ship   % RANK 
ADAMSTOWN/NEW LAMBTON 29 75 15 
BELMONT 25 75.8 14 
BENNETTS GREEN NR NR NR 
BOURKE 9 58.00 27 
CARDIFF NR NR NR 
CESSNOCK 25 78.90 11 
CESSNOCK WINE COUNTRY NR NR NR 
CHARLESTOWN 32 68.97 23 
COBAR 8 65.00 24 
DENMAN 16 88.70 1 
DUBBO 26 79.75 9 
DUBBO MACQUARIE NR NR NR 
DUBBO SOUTH 39 71.88 18 
DUBBO WEST 35 85.48 2 
DUNGOG NR NR NR 
EAST MAITLAND NR NR NR 
KURRI KURRI 18 62.50 25 
MAITLAND 31 81.00 6 
MAITLAND SUNRISE NR NR NR 
MERRIWA 19 79.75 9 
MORISSET 28 75.00 15 
MUDGEE NR NR NR 
MUDGEE SUNRISE 13 84.60 4 
MURRURUNDI NR NR NR 

MUSWELLBROOK NR NR NR 

MYALL COAST 24 71.74 19 
NARROMINE NR NR NR 
NELSON BAY 61 81.50 5 
NEWCASTLE 64 54.69 28 
NEWCASTLE ENTERPRISE 33 71.00 21 
NEWCASTLE SUNRISE 23 59.00 26 
NEWCASTLE HARBOUR 17 72.00 17 
NYNGAN NR NR NR 
PATERSON NR NR NR 
RAYMOND TERRACE 22 80.00 7 
RUTHERFORD / TELARAH 27 69.05 22 
RYLSTONE / KANDOS NR NR NR 
SALAMANDER BAY NR NR NR 
SCONE 9 77.00 12 
SINGLETON 47 77.00 12 
SINGLETON ON HUNTER NR NR NR 
TORONTO 35 71.29 20 
TORONTO SUNRISE 25 85.00 3 
WALLSEND / MARYLAND NR NR NR 
WARATAH 18 80.00 7 
WARNERS BAY NR NR NR 
WARREN NR NR NR 
WELLINGTON NR NR NR 

WILLIAMTOWN NR NR NR 

Please note the change of mailing address for the editor. 
Email address remains the same. 

What is Depression? 
 
 
This may not be for you . . . 
  
. . . but it might assist some-one you know! 
 
Tell friends and family - this is not just for Rotary peo-
ple. 
 
Our friends at the RC of Newcastle Sunrise have 
been able to attract a wonderful line-up of speakers 
for their Mental Health Forum, including Prof Trevor 
Waring and ABC presenter/commentator Craig Hamil-
ton. 
 
This will take place in Newcastle Town Hall, at 
6.30pm on Monday, 22nd June, 2009.   
 
There has been publicity in the press, but word-of-
mouth is the best advertising, so let everyone you 
know about this Forum.  It is to give information about 
mental health situations, and aims also to have us all 
realise that there are no differences between mental 
health and physical health, except in the symptoms.   
We know that depression hits about one in four peo-
ple some time during their lives – so that’s a lot of us!  
Recovery is mostly complete, and may take a little 
help from the professionals, and people usually return 
to normal life.  The Forum is to help us understand 
this process.  
 
Janette Jackson – ARH Mental Health Advocate for D9670  

Rotary Club of Nelson Bay 
 
Given the changing times and the change in interest in 
the Youth Exchange Program the Rotary Club of Nelson 
Bay formed a committee to; -  
 
‘To review the existing Rotary Youth Exchange Program 
and make recommendations to make the program more 
acceptable to stakeholders in this 21st century.’ 
 
The report of this committee can be viewed on the Rotary 
Club of Nelson Bay’s web site, 
www.rotarynelsonbay.org , click on General Informa-
tion in the left side menu bar and then click on Rotary 
YEP Review at the bottom of the drop down menu.  



Julia R Ellis PhD, BSc (Hons) received an Australian 
Rotary Health Ian Scott Fellowship for Mental Illness Re-
search in 2007. 
 
Dr Ellis’ research examined the relationship between the 
brain’s nicotinic receptors – proteins that can affect cog-
nitive processes such as attention and memory - and 
cognitive function in early Alzheimer’s disease.   
 

Dr Ellis was awarded her PhD degree at Monash University in December 2008.  She writes: 
 
“This would not have been possible without the financial support and numerous opportunities 
available to me as an Ian Scott Fellow during my PhD candidature.  I would like to thank Austra-
lian Rotary Health for its wonderful work.  I would also like to acknowledge the generous contri-
butions and ongoing support of Rotarians from Rotary Clubs all around Australia.” 
 
“In the last four years I have been fortunate to witness first-hand the growth of Australian Ro-
tary Health, particularly its exposure in the medical science community. I have acknowledged 
the support of the Fund in journal publications on my research.  I hope this helps to spread the 
word about this important research organisation.”   
 
“I am working as a Clinical Research Associate with the International Centre for Therapeutic Re-
search at Servier Laboratories, a French pharmaceutical company.  I am working on a clinical 
trial in Alzheimer’s disease and I am really enjoying the work. Next week I leave for Paris where 
I will attend trial-related meetings and three weeks of intensive training provided to all new re-
search associates.” 
 
Australian Rotary Health congratulates Dr Ellis on attaining her PhD and her continuing research 
on Alzheimer’s disease. 
 
For information on research funded by Australian Rotary Health contact Gerardine Grace on (02) 
8837 1900 or email: gerardinegrace@australianrotaryhealth.org.au 
Donations to Australian Rotary Health are tax deductible and can be sent to:  PO Box 3455, Par-
ramatta, NSW, 2124.   

 

Invitation to all interested in  
Improving Rotary Membership and Public Relations  

 
PDG Dick Garner Zone Coordinator for Public Image & Marketing and PDG Noel Trevaskis Regional Membership Coordi-
nator would like to invite you to a combined Membership & PR & Media seminar in Sydney at RDU House on Saturday 25th 
July, 10.00am – 2.30pm or Melbourne (venue to be advised) and at the same time on Saturday 1st August, a light lunch 
will be supplied.  

The seminar is open to all Rotarians who have an interest in membership and Public Image and Marketing.   Assistant 
Governors, District Trainers and Club Presidents are encouraged to attend.  The seminar won’t be a seminar where it will 
be Richard and Noel presenting, there will be plenty of opportunities for people to share experiences and to learn from 
each other as to what works and how to implement strategies that have worked in other areas. It will also give the opportu-
nity for Clubs and Districts to work together on Membership and Public Image & Marketing. Dick and Noel believe that 
membership and Public Image & Marketing go hand in hand with each other in achieving our goals with membership and 
the marketing of Rotary in all of our communities. 

Please support this important seminar.  Please advise if you are attending by 18th July for Sydney and 23rd July for Mel-
bourne.  

Wilma Simmons  

Rotary District 9670 Membership Development and Extension  

wilmasimmons@hotmail.com or phone 49 579253 /mobile 0407 579253  

11 Kilpanie Road Lambton NSW 2299  



           

DISTRICT WEB SITE 
Read this newsletter. 

Check club and District events. 
Check Club member information. 

Link to RI, RDU, YEP, RYLA. 
See the District profile. 

ALL AT  www.rotary9670.org.au 

A Note of Thanks to Rotary Clubs in District 9670 
 
I have just returned to Australia to be part of a Burns Retreat sponsored by the Burn Foundation 
Australia and Goodman Fielder in Brisbane. I am in Newcastle at present staying with my Host 
parents Rotarians David and Lyn Thorpe. 
 Two years ago your clubs generously donated money for treatment for horrific burns I suffered 
in a fire accident 2 years prior to David and Lyn finding me in a remote hospital in PNG in 2006.   
There was no hope of any skin grafting or release of contractures which had formed freezing me 
in the sitting position. 
It has been 2 years since my return to PNG and I have followed a rigorous excise routine and 
have now overcome my disability and now can lead an independent life in Port Moresby;. 
I have gained a Diploma in Accountancy and Administration and through the Rotary Club of 
Boroko (Port Moresby) who have taken me under their wing I am now employed  at Remington 
in Human Resources with the view to upgrade to management status. 

I have also been invited to join the Rotaract Club in Port Moresby. 
 I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank everyone who have made all these wonderful thing happen. 
I believe God has given me a second chance. I hope to serve my country and make you all very proud of me. 
 God bless you, Hadassah Aikari 

RELAYID Help Required 
 

Dear Presidents and Secretaries 
We are looking for a couple of committed Rotarians to assist with the RELAYID program. 
RELAYID – Rotary Educational Leadership Award for Youth with Intellectual Disabilities. 

This is a very successful program for the youth involved and it would be a shame to see it fail because we did 
not have a couple of Rotarians to keep it running.  The current Chair and Secretary  cannot continue due to 

health reasons. 
The seminar team is in place and the venue is booked for 4‐6 September, all is ready to go but we do not have 
team leaders to make it happen.  Without the necessary leaders we may have to cancel RELAYID this year. 
Do we have dedicated Rotarians who as part of their service to the community and youth who are willing to 

get involved? 
The next RELAYID meeting is 6:00pm Thursday 11 June 2009 at West, Mayfield. 

Kind regards 
Yours in Rotary Service 
Alex McHarg DG D9670 

Tel +61 2 6573 1647 
Fax +61 2 6573 1617 

Mob +61 0409 321 403 



Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA) 
 
This assembly requires all Member Nations to adopt a moratorium on all whaling including that conducted for 
claimed scientific purpose. 
How would you go debating this resolution?  What about if you had to represent Japan and debate it? 
 
What about this one?  What you if were representing Iran’s point of view? 
This assembly calls on all member nations to act positively to protect women’s rights in Iraq and to improve 
conditions for women and girls who are yet to feel the benefits of Iraq’s recovery. 
 
These are just two of the resolutions devised by the Rotary District 9670 Secretary-General, Wilma Simmons, 
for this year’s MUNA that was held in Muswellbrook this year.  Thirsty eight young people from 14 schools  from 
across District 9670 (including a team from Cobar HS) attended the assembly and had a challenging but 
rewarding time over the day and a half. 
 
Once again the Rotary Club of Muswellbrook hosted MUNA with the opening dinner being attended by many 
Rotarians, the students and their team counsellors.  District Governor, Alex McHarg and Pam McHarg and DGE 
Greg Bevan and Lorraine Bevan were on hand to perform some officials duty.  The guest speaker for the night 
was the Mayor Of Muswellbrook, Martin Rush.  
 
Martin Rush was an excellent choice as guest speaker as part from being very interested in international affairs 
he is related to Dr Hebert Evatt, who was President of the General Assembly of the United Nations (1946 – 
1948).  Martin  also studied ay the University of Jerusalem. 
 
MUNA itself was held at the Muswellbrook Council Chambers on Saturday, 9th May.  Each team had previously 
nominated the country they would represent so students had arrived with much research and something to 
identify themselves with the country.  This varied from fully robed Arabic looking men (Iran) to young people 
wearing berets and carrying French bread sticks (France).    
 
Debates took place from 9am to 3pm so students were tired but happy by the end of the day.  RC Muswellbrook 
ensured that everyone was well fed (thank you!!! – sustenance is extremely important for active minds). 
 
The adjudicators  were Rotarians Megan and Greg Valentine (RC Newcastle Sunrise) and Phil Lawler (RC 
Muswellbrook) and their job was very difficult.   So difficult that joint winners were announced. 
 
Joint Winners—Students from: 
• St Phillips Christian College (Iran) sponsored by RC Salamander Bay 
• Merewether HS (India) sponsored by the RC Newcastle Enterprise  
Highly Commended: 
• Warners Bay HS (United Kingdom), sponsored by the RC Warners Bay 
• Merewether HS (Lebanon), sponsored by the RC Adamstown-New Lambton. 
The Peace Prize: 
• Hunter Valley Grammar School (Cuba), sponsored by RC Maitland Sunrise.   
Thanks to all students and their counsellors (usually teachers) who participated in the weekend. 
A big thanks to the all Clubs that sponsored a team.  Due to the global financial situation we lost our sponsor for 
MUNA so without the Rotary Clubs of the District, in particular the Rotary Club of Muswellbrook, MUNA would 
not be able to function.   
 
Sincerely, on behalf of the students, thank you! 
 
Personally I would like to also thank the members of the MUNA Committee for their wonderful work before and 
during the event.  Also thanks to those Rotarians who attended as observers.   
 
Pam Wellham 
District 9670 MUNA Coordinator 



Vision Facilitation in District 9670 
 
Unsolicited very positive feedback from members… 
I am very pleased with the outcome… 
 
These are just some comments from Rotarians from the Rotary Club of Maitland 
after the Vision Facilitation event that was held on 19th May at the East Maitland 
Bowling Club. 
 
What is Vision Facilitation? 
It is a dynamic management tool that: 
Defines a shared commitment 
Provides long-term direction 
Creates a framework to establish goals and objectives 

Optimizes use of resources. 
 
The great thing about vision facilitation is that there is a team of people that leads 
the Rotary Club throughout the process.  The team of Rotarians (Wilma Simmons, 
Lucy Kinnear, Graeme Hooper, Tony Mackenzie and Pam Wellham) has been 
trained by Steve Wilcox, PDG District 5960 in the use of a variety of strategies and 
tools to assist Clubs to develop a Club vision and strategic 5 year plan. 
The Vision Facilitation has been briefly explained at District meetings and PETS.  
The process is supported by DG Alex McHarg and DGE Greg Bevan.  It is not compulsory for Clubs but it is a great pro-
gram that will develop a consistent and continuous through consensus.  Clubs are encouraged to consider being involved in 
the process.  
 
Clubs that would like to hear more about the process should contact Pam Wellham (0437 479 886 or 
pwe12476@bigpond.net.au) who will arrange for one (or two) of the team to speak at a Club meeting.  
 
Pam Wellham, Visioning Chair 

Wilma Simmons leading discussions 
at the Rotary Club of Maitland Vision 
Facilitation Process.  

News from Salamander Bay Rotary Club 
 
 
St Phillips Christian College wins 9670 MUNA 
Detailed report will be provided by the MUNA Committee 
Congratulations St Phillips, you have done us proud. 
 
President Wendy has been invited by the DG of 9790 and the Rotary clubs of Alexandra and Yea to 
spend a week with them, touring the Bush Fire areas and planning Projects to help the communities. 
Our club raised $31000.00 for the Bushfire victims. 
 
A team will leave for Mando Project Papua New Guinea on the 8th June, to carry 
out more of the much needed work at the Mando Primary School. 
Team Leader will be Wilma Simmons, she will be accompanied by Jim 
Simmons and Phill and Ruth Gorton from the Rotary Club of Wallsend 
Maryland, and Adrian and Chris Roach, will make the debut, from the Rotary 
Club of East Maitland. 

Project Partners and donations are required to provide 
gutters and tank, to provide a Safe Water Supply to the 
school and surrounding communities. Further teams 
will be required for September. 
Donations can be made to RAWCS Treasurer: Mr Jack 
Elliott P.o. Box 134 Oatlands 2117. 
 
Our Club hosted RAWCS Eastern Region Annual General Meeting and Dinner on the 16th 17th 
May with a huge attendance and it was proclaimed as “Simply the Best” Rotarians attended from 
the eight Districts that Eastern region is made up of. 
 
A detailed report will be circulated to the Regions in due course.  



Australian Rotary Health Mental Health Forum 
 
Venue:   Newcastle Town Hall 
Date:   Monday June 22nd 
Time:  6:30 for 7:00 pm until ~ 9:15pm 
Admission: FREE 
 
Guest Speaker Times: Prof Trevor Waring 
 Clinician 
 7:05 – 7:20 
 5 minutes to answer questions 
 

Joanne Sinclair 
Carer 
7:25 – 7:45 
5 minutes to answer questions 

 
 Craig Hamilton 
 Consumer 
 7:50 – 8:10  
 5 minutes to answer questions 
 
Guest Panel Members Confirmed: Trevor Hazell 
 Director, Hunter Institute for Mental Health 
 
We are yet to confirm: Professor Brian Kelly 
 Professor of Psychiatry 
 University of Newcastle 
 
 Frances Kay-Lambkin 
 Developer of Partners in Depression Program 
  
Panel discussions 8:15 to 8:45 
Wrap up 8:45 to 9:00pm 
 
People are free to talk to Health Care Professionals at various stands in the room and take information packs at 
the end of proceedings. 
We have a number of Health Services setting up tables and making themselves available to answer questions 
plus providing information kits, etc including SANE, Beyond Blue, Oz Psych, etc 
With the aim of this forum to include: 
 
To help demythologise mental illness 
To reduce the adverse impact of mental illness of individuals living in the community; 
To deliver information to individuals in local communities; 
To improve the capacity of individuals to care for themselves when they develop a mental illness; 
To improve the capacity of individuals to support others who develop a mental illness (eg. peers at school or 
members of the workforce); 
To improve the capacity of individuals to access relevant services if they develop a mental illness, and to help 
others to do this when they need help. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me via email Julie@bevan.net.au or 0414 424 035. 
 
On behalf of the Mental Health Forum Committee 
 

 
 
Julie Bevan                       



Rotary World Peace Fellows are leaders promoting national and international cooperation, peace, and the suc-
cessful resolution of conflict throughout their lives, in their careers, and through service activities. Fellows can 
earn either a master’s degree in international relations, public administration, sustainable development, peace 
studies, conflict resolution, or a related field, or a professional development certificate in peace and conflict 
resolution. 
 
The former are the result of a two academic year program at one of the six Rotary Centers for International 
Studies in Peace and Conflict Resolution.  The latter program, designed for mid-career middle management, is 
a three month program held at the Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok.  
 
Each year, up to 110 Rotary World Peace Fellowships (60 master’s degree fellowships and 50 professional 
development certificate fellowships) are offered on a competitive basis at seven Rotary Centers, which operate 
in partnership with eight leading universities worldwide.  
Further information is available at the following website (including videoclip): 
 
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Page
s/ridefault.aspx 
 
For years Rotary has worked to achieve world understanding, goodwill and peace through the humanitarian 
and educational programs of its Foundation.  After dreaming of a Rotary university, the establishment of the 
Rotary Peace Centers has become a reality.  Now no longer a trial program, this has become a definitive pro-
gram of The Rotary Foundation.  And after 8 years of funding through the World Fund, the Foundation’s Trus-
tees have moved to financially secure the program by the establishment of an Endowment Fund within the 
Permanent Fund of the Foundation.  The sum of US$95million will ensure that this great and unique program 
is self-sufficient. 
 
If you know of anyone who is strongly committed to peace in our world and who is in a position to make a sub-
stantial contribution to this fund, please contact PDG Bruce Allen, Manager of The Rotary Foundation’s desk at 
the RI South Pacific & Philippines Office at Parramatta. 
 
A gift of US$25,000 made to the Permanent Fund can be set up in the name of an individual or a Rotary Club 
and the interest generated will be committed to this program to help ensure its future. 
 
"Only Rotary has the combination of financial capacity, internationalism, patience, and worldview to invest in 
something as imaginative, hopeful, progressive -- but intangible -- as peace,"  - Colin Spurway, Peace Fellow 
who recently graduated from Univ. of Queensland.  
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